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Abstract:

This session arises from the broader context of the Leverhulme project based at Cambridge
University on 'Changing beliefs of the human body." Our intent is to focus on the complex
issue of belief, and how it is implicated in various forms of bodily practice. We are
particularly interested in the relationship between belief and knowledge, concepts which are
conventionally seen and approached from different angles. Our half-day session would consist
of approximately six papers covering diverse aspects of knowledge and belief in ancient
societies, ranging from what might be conceived as more 'practical' knowledge (for example
inherited traditions of craftsmanship and technology) to beliefs embedded in society and
expressed through offerings and burial rites. Speakers would raise the following issues for
discussion: the distinction (articulated by Giddens and Foucault) between discursive and non-
discursive knowledge and its application to ancient society, how different kinds of knowledge
impinge on embodiment, and how innovation and agency is set within existing frameworks of
knowledge and tradition.
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