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Notwithstanding its many high profile and dedicated publications, its own journal, a 

plethora of conferences, university courses and so on, the field of public archaeology is 

only now beginning to really engage with a multi-perspective model of historic 

environment appreciation, and to move from the rhetoric of public engagement to 

practicing it. But how much closer are we to understanding exactly who this public is, 

and what it wants or needs from archaeology? 

The aim of this session is to examine the ways in which we, as professionals and 

academics, define and attempt to understand our audience, the methods by which their 

needs in terms of archaeology can be and are ascertained, and to explore the extent to 

which this knowledge is put to use in the management and interpretation of 

archaeological sites in such a way that their public value is incorporated and sustained.   
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